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Respected dignitaries on the dais and off the dais, distinguished invitees, past Presidents and Secretaries of ISA, distinguished guests, governing council (GC) members of ISA, delegates and faculty - national and international, press and electronic media, representatives from the industry, ladies and men.

I warmly welcome all the distinguished delegates at the 64^th^ Annual Conference of our Society to the beautiful city of Ludhiana in the state of Punjab which is known for its hospitality. I extend special welcome to overseas faculty and delegates for participating in this conference. It is a great pleasure for me to be with you all this evening to inaugurate the conference.

The year of 2016 is eventful in many aspects. As President of ISA National, I was invited to many places nationally and internationally as Guest of Honour and in few places as Chief Guest and I am happy to say that Icould participate in many academic events. I was specially invited to Guangzhou in China for the annual Conference of Chinese Society of Anaesthesiologists in the capacity of President of ISA from India where Presidents of 16 countries participated and this helped in the exchange of our views in many academic and research matters. I also attended the World Congress of Anaesthesia and had a special invitation as President of the Indian Society and as a Chairperson for the Scientific sessions and also as a member of the Education Committee. I am proud to say that there is highest representation from India in various capacities as delegates, Speakers, Chairpersons, special awardees and also as Members for various Committees. Five of our members from India are nominated for different committees of WFSA - myself for the Education Committee, Dr. Chakra Rao, Past President of ISA for the Constitution Committee, Dr. Venkatagiri our Hon Secretary for the Professional Well-Being Committee, Dr. Muralidhar Joshi our GC member for the Pain Relief Committee and Dr. Madhusudan Upadya for the Obstetric Committee. In addition, Dr. Muralidhar Joshi was elected as Council member of WFSA. I congratulate all of them on this platform as this is a great achievement. We could directly interact with WFSA on various academic, administrative and research matters and I am proud that this happened during my tenure as President ISA National.

I am happy to see free and fair elections of our society which are going on, and from last year, the process was made entirely electronic voting and the manual system of voting is abolished totally. This saved a lot of time for the proceedings of the general body and created an opportunity for more members to exercise their franchise to select the candidates of their choice even from remote places. It is unfortunate to say that still the member updating is not complete in spite of several reminders through messages, e-mails and by various other communication systems presently available such as WhatsApp and Facebook. As on 1^st^ October 2016, as per the records available still 7330 are existing as inactive members only and the updated members are 11,384 and the Associate Life members are 4739. I appreciate our dynamic Hon Secretary, Dr. Venkatagiri for his outstanding work in updating these lists and he is very communicative with all the members of the society at all times.

I thank the entire GC of ISA who stood behind me and helped me carrying out the works smoothly during my tenure. My decisions are always instantaneous but implementations are time bound and I am confident that the person takes over the chair from me will fulfil the pending tasks of my tenure successfully.

As you all know that the ISA is giving a grant of one lakh rupees for conducting various academic programmes such as continuing medical educations and workshops, but the concerned city branches have to apply in advance for the getting the grant as it is approved after the scrutiny by the GC. Efforts were taken during my tenure for the implementation of legitimate and justified remuneration for the anaesthesiologists as most of the young anaesthesiologists are suffering with a small percentage of remuneration of the surgeon charges and some of the state and city branches cooperated in this matter to fulfil this task. We initiated our efforts to impart knowledge on resuscitation, basic life support and pain management via Travelling Pain School (TPS) and essential pain management (EPM) to the medical students of many colleges across the country through ISA and the awareness of the Specialty of Anaesthesia is created in the UG career itself. In the college, where I am working as Dean, I am proud to say that I conducted one TPS and 2 EPM Programmes in successive years for 300 medical students attended from various medical colleges and there is a very good response. I am thankful to all the Pain Committee members for taking pains in conducting these programmes by sparing their valuable time. Efforts are in progress with the Medical Council of India (MCI) for inclusion of the subject of Anaesthesiology as one of the main subjects with a separate paper and examination in the subject with our faculty as examiners like Orthopaedics in the Surgery Department. Representations are submitted to the oversight committee also and we can achieve this if the efforts are continued by the future persons who are taking up the Chair of President with the help of some influential persons of our society closely associated with the circles of MCI and Oversight Committee.

I am thankful to the General Body of Jaipur for the acceptance of large number of constitutional amendments and the members can go through these in the ISA Website and much progress can be expected by these amendments. Regarding the FBF Scheme of ISA, still I am not happy for the progress though our dynamic FBF Secretary, Dr. Sugu Verghese is doing a great job under the Chairmanship of Dr. Ranganathan, the past President of ISA with vast experience. For it to progress there should be good efforts from the GC members, Secretaries and Presidents of Metro, State and City branches and they have to work hard to fulfil the dream of making 5000 members at least so that a considerable amount can be given to the family of the deceased. Young anaesthesiologists also have to feel the happiness of supporting the needy deceased families as this is the cheapest insurance cover so far available. The feeling must be that if one lives longer after joining the scheme, he/she had the opportunity of supporting many deceased colleague families. Unfortunately, in the recent times, many claims happened by the deceased families of the young anaesthesiologists due to various reasons such as malignancies and road traffic accidents.

I wish to mention that as you all know that the Indian College of Anaesthesiologists (ICA) got established with the approval of ISA nearly a decade ago and for some time there were communication lapses between ISA and ICA which were sorted out during my tenure as President ISA. Myself and the President Elect Dr. B.B. Misra attended the ICA Conference at New Delhi and also the GB meeting of ICA. They submitted the updated audited accounts of all the previous years and are publishing the Year Book of Anaesthesia regularly from the past 5 years and the 5^th^ Edition of the Book was released during the conference at New Delhi. Fellowships of ICA in the name of FICA are awarded regularly recognising the seniority and the academic credentials of the individuals. The college is progressing in the academic and research directions.

I am extremely happy to mention that our Editor-in-Chief of IJA, Dr. Bala Bhaskar along with his dynamic team of Associate Editors, Advisors, Section Editors and Editorial Board members did a great job all these 3 years and made the Journal a monthly issue, printing the hard copies for the institutions and also for the interested members of ISA free of cost on request. I also wish to appreciate the Academic Committee Chairman and immediate Past President, Dr. Harsoor who with the cooperation extended by Dr. Anju Grewal, the Chairman Scientific Committee of ISACON 2016 made the Scientific Programmes more lively and interesting.

Finally, I thank the Organising Secretary Dr. Sunil Katyal who always appears with a smiling face, the Organising Chairmen, Dr. Tej Kaul and Dr. Avtar Singh, the Treasurer, Dr. Harminder Kour whose untiring efforts made this ISACON 2016 a grand success.

I wish you all good luck, a healthy and prosperous New Year and Sankranthi, the festival of joy and happiness. Thank you all once again for electing me as President of ISA National for 2016.

Long Live ISA.
